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perhaps be inferred from the foregoing paragraph), but
tribal custom has ruled; and in consequence Hakkiari
has been the home of good manners, and of that self-respect
which comes from a sense of natural superiority to the
plainsman ! This last is strongly developed among them ;
"The greatest nation in all the world," said an ashiret
Christian one day, "is the English. Next to that comes
the Tyari." (One may readily guess that this was the
speaker's own tribe.) " Third, but a long way behind
these, is the Russian. There are no other nations."
This sense- of congenital superiority brought the writer
into rather hot water, when in the year 1904 he brought a
select party of these wild Highlanders down to the city of
Van, there to receive at his hand instruction that (it was
hoped) would " soften their morals and not allow them to be
ferocious.1'
They came, they deposited their goods ; they ate a meal.
And forthwith went out into the street and began to thrash
all the Armenians they could find ! There was some sort
of excuse urged, " The dogs dared to laugh at our long hair,
Rabbi." But the real reason, as subsequently explained,
was the general feeling that the sooner these inferior beings
learnt to know their place, the better it would be for the
comfort of everybody !
Next day a complaint came in from an American mission,
also established in the town. These ashirets had caught
the Armenian headmaster of their school, and were playing
leap-frog over him in the street, greatly to the scandal of
his pupils, who were, however, all too scared (or possibly
too appreciative) to attempt a rescue !
Stealing, properly so called, is almost unknown in the
mountains. There are of course a good many things that
axe practically held in common, and which you take when
you need, such as pasturage for instance ; but theft is very
rare and punished with exemplary severity. A father of
unusually Roman disposition has actually been known to
assent to the death sentence passed on his son when that
young man had so far disgraced himself as to steal. It
must be owned, however, that death was only adjudged